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Annual  Reports 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

AND 
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Chairman  of  the  Health  Committee  : 

Mr.  SAMUEL  PARKER. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  : 

a.  m.  McMillan,  m.b.,  ch.B. 


Sanitary  Inspector  : 

WILLIAM  WANE,  C.S  ,1. 


STATISTICAL  SUMMARY,  1923. 

Area,  3,854  acres. 

Population,  estimated  20,000.  Registrar-General  (for  this  report) 
18,710. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (1923),  4,136. 

Number  of  families  or  occupiers,  4,600  (approximately). 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate,  £115. 

General  District  Rate,  4/9  in  the  £. 

Poor  Rate,  8/-  in  the  £. 

Birth  Rate,  23.6. 

Death  Rate,  11.8. 

Infantile  death  rate  per  1,000  births,  67.8. 

Zymotic  death  rate,  1.10. 

Total  Deaths  from  Diarrhoea,  5.  Rate  per  1,000  births,  11.3. 
Deaths  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  14. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

FOR  THE 

SEDGLEY  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Sedgley  Urban 

District  Council. 

Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  submit  to  you  my  Report  for  the  year  1923.  This 
year’s  report  is  what  the  Ministry  of  Health  terms  an  Ordinary 
Report,  and  consists  principally  of  statistics,  together  with  com¬ 
ments  upon  such  matters  of  interest  and  importance  which  have 
occurred  during  the  year. 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

The  total  number  of  births  registered  during  the  year  1923 
was  442 — 218  males  and  224  females ;  of  these  9  were  illegitimate 
— 5  males  and  4  females.  This  gives  a  birth  rate  of  23.6  per 
1,000,  and  is  an  increase  of  1.5  as  compared  with  last  year,  when 
it  was  22.17.  The  births  exceeded  those  of  1922  by  44. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  registered  was  222,  the  same 
number  as  last  year;  of  these  112  were  males  and  110  female^. 
This  gives  a  death  rate  of  11.8  per  1,000,  as  compared  with  12.3 
last  year.  There  were  2  deaths  in,  o'r  in  consequence  of,  child¬ 
birth.  l"he  number  of  deaths  of  infants,  under  one  year,  per 
1,000  births,  was  62.96  legitimate,  4.84  illegitimate  ;  total  67.8, 
a  decrease  of  57.8. 

The  deaths  from  Measles,  all  ages,  were  18,  from  Whooping 
Cough  0. 

The  deaths  from  Diarrhoea,  under  two  years,  were  5. 

A  table  supplied  by  the  Registrar-General,  giving  causes  of 
all  deaths  in  the  district,  is  appended. 
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SEDGLEY  URBAN  DISTRICT. 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH  DURING  THE  YE^S  1923. 


Causes  of  Death. 

SI  ALFS 

Females 

All  Causes 

112 

110 

1 

Enteric  Fever 

0 

o 

2 

Small-pox 

.  0 

0 

3 

Measles  ...  ... 

12 

6 

4 

Scarlet  Fever 

0 

0 

.5 

Whooping  Cough 

0 

o 

6 

Diphtheria 

0 

0 

7 

Influenza 

5 

2 

8 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

0 

0 

9 

Meningococcal  Meningitis  ... 

0 

o 

10 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 

6 

8 

11 

Other  Tuberculosis  Diseases 

2 

O 

4 

12 

Cancer,  Malignant  Disease 

i 

11 

13 

Rheumatic  Fever 

0 

1 

14 

Diabetes 

1 

5 

15 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage,  etc. 

5 

8 

16 

Heart  Disease 

12 

rr 

i 

17 

A  r  t  er  i  o-  selerosi  s 

0 

0 

18 

Bronchitis 

6 

K1 

...  0 

19 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

12 

8 

20 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

1 

2 

21 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum  ... 

1 

1 

22 

Diarrhoea,  etc.  (under  2  years) 

8 

2 

23 

Appendicitis  and  Typhlitis 

0 

1 

24 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

1 

0 

25 

Acute  and  Chronic  Nephritis 

4 

2 

26 

27 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

Other  Accidents  and  Diseases  of  Preg- 

0 

0 

28 

nancy  and  Parturition  ... 

Congenital  Debility  and  Malformation, 

0' 

2 

Premature  Birth 

8 

** 

0 

29 

Suicide 

2 

1 

30 

Other  Deaths  from  Violence 

8 

2 

31 

Other  Defined  Diseases 

16 

29 

fS 

Ca u se s  111  - defi n e d  or  U n k n o  w n 

Special  Causes  (included  above) — 

O' 

0 

Poliomyelitis 

0 

0 

Polioencephalitis 

0 

0 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year  f  .  •*; 

\  Illegitimate 

18 

10 

*  2 

o 

Total  Births 

218 

224 

Legitimate 

218 

220 

Illegitimate 

Population 

♦ 

5 

4 

18,710 

Causes  of  Sickness. 


Climatic  conditions  were  very  variable  during  the  whole  of. 
1923,  and  in  consequence  Pulmonary  Diseases  were  prevalent  ; 
Pneumonia  and  Bronchitis  were  responsible  for  no  less  than  31 
deaths.  In  addition,  Measles  was  epidemic  and  caused  18 
deaths,  while  influenza,  which  appears-  to  have  become  endemic, 
accounted  for  7  deaths. 


Infectious  Diseases, 

The  Infectious  Diseases  notified  during  the  year  were  as 
follows  : — Scarlet  Fever  21,  Diphtheria  and  Membranous  Croup 
15,  Pneumonia  18,  Erysipelas  12,  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  22, 
Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  8.  The  ratio  of  non-notified 
tuberculosis  deaths  to  total  tuberculosis  deaths  is  0  to  1.  Notifi¬ 
cation  of  tuberculosis  is  efficient. 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum, 

No  cases  were  notified  during  1923. 

SUMMARY  OF  NURSING  ARRANGEMENTS,  HOSPITALS, 
AND  OTHER  INSTITUTIONS  AVAILABLE  FOR  THE 
DISTRICT. 

General  and  Obstetric  nursing  has  in  previous  years  been 
provided  by  the  Sedglev  LTrban  District  Nursing  Association,  but 
this  was  dissolved  owing  to  lack  of  funds.  Midwifery  service  is 
now  supplied  by  certified  midwives  acting  under  the  control  of 
the  County  Authority. 

CLINICS  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES. 

Clinics  are  held  at  the  General  Hospital,  Wolverhampton,  for 
the  treatment  of  Venereal  Diseases. 

Tuberculosis  is  treated  at  the  Tuberculosis  Dispensaries  in 
Dudley  and  Wolverhampton,  under  the  scheme  of  the  National 
Health  Insurance  Act.  Suitable  cases  are  sent  to  various 

sanatoria. 
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Hospitals  Provided  or  Subsidised  by  the  Loc^Authorities  or 
County  Councils  for  Treatment  of — 

(a)  Tuberculosis,  The  Dispensary,  Dudley,  and  Bell  Street, 
Wolverhampton;  (b)  Maternity,  none;  (c)  Children,  none;  (d) 
Fever,  none;  (e)  Smallpox,  the  Local  Authority  has  a  share  in  the 
Conjoint  Small-pox  Hospital;  other,  Typhoid  Fever  and  Diph¬ 
theria,  are  treated  in  the  General  Hospital,  Wolverhampton,  the 
Local  Authority  paying  fees. 

The  Hospitals  available  for  the  district  are  all  situate  outside. 
These  are  Wolverhampton,  the  General  Hospital,  the  Women's 
Hospital,  and  the  Eye  Infirmary;  Dudley,  the  Guest  Hospital, 
which  now  has  provision  for  the  treatment  of  eye  diseases. 

No  institutional  treatment  is  provided  for  unmarried  mothers 
or  illegitimate  children,  but  homeless  children  are  cared  for  by 
the  Guardians. 


AMBULANCE  FACILITIES. 

1.  Infectious  Cases.  An  ambulance  is  provided  by  the  Con¬ 
joint  Board  for  the  removal  of  Small-pox  cases,  otherwise  there 
is  none.  2.  Accident  Cases.  No  ambulance  is  available. 

The  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centre  founded  by  the 
Local  Authority  in  1917,  and  transferred  to  the  County  Authority 
in  1920,  still  continues  to  flourish.  Three  nurses  are  resident  at 
the  Centre  and  a  medical  man  attends  weekly.  In  addition  to  the 
ordinary  work  of  mothers  and  babies,  School  Clinics  are  held  there 
and  provision  is  now  made  for  dental  and  ophthalmic  treatment. 

The  Report  of  Nurse  Lowe,  the  senior  Health  Visitor,  is  as 
follows  : — 

“  The  work  of  the  Infant  Welare  Centre  and  School  Clinics 
has  been  carried  on  as  during  the  preceding  year  and  continues 
to  be  successful.  A  garden  party  was  held  at  the  Quarries,  on 
August  14th  ;  283  mothers  were  present  and  prizes  were  given  for 
attendance  during  the  year,  knitting,  and  guessing  competitions. 
Appended  is  a  table  giving  particulars  of  the  work  for  the  year.” 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  DURING  YEAR  1923. 
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LABORATORY  WORK.  ~ 

By  arrangement,  pathological  and  bacteriolof^al  specimens 
may  be  sent  for  examination  to  the  Birmingham  University 
Laboratory,  and  the  General  Hospital,  Wolverhampton.  Neither 
of  these  have  been  made  use  of  during  1923.  Diphtheria  antitoxin 
is  provided  by  the  Local  Authority,  and  influenza  vaccine  may  also 
be  obtained  upon  application  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

LIST  OF  ADOPTIVE  ACTS,  BYE=LAWS  &  REGULATIONS 
relating  to  Public  Health  in  force  in  the  district,  and  date 
of  adoption. 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890. 

Parts  2,  3  and  5  adopted  July,  1891. 

Infectious  Disease  Notification  Act,  1889,  adopted  January,  1891. 

Infectious  Disease  Prevention  Act,  1890,  adopted  May,  1891. 

Bye  -laws  : — New  Streets  &  Buildings,  confirmed  November,  1911. 

Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops  Regulations,  con¬ 
firmed  July,  1900. 

Tents,  Vans,  etc.,  Regulations,  confirmed  November, 

1911. 

Slaughter-house  Regulations,  confirmed  November, 

1900. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

Practically  the  whole  of  the  district  is  supplied  with  water  by 
the  South  Staffordshire  Water  Works  Company.  The  supply  is 
constant  and  of  good  quality.  264  new  houses  have  been  con¬ 
nected  with  the  mains.  Rain-water  wells  and  cisterns,  where 
existing,  are  used  for  cleansing  and  washing  purposes  only. 

SANITARY  ACCOMMODATION. 

The  conservancy  system  still  exists  in  the  district,  the 
number  of  privies  with  fixed  receptacles  being  2,535,  and  the  ash¬ 
pits  2,020.  There  are  now  1,040'  water  closets  against  776  last 
year,  and  ashbins  have  increased  from  650  to  991.  This  increase 
in  the  number  of  water  closets  and  ashbins  is  due  entirely  to  the 
erection  of  new  houses,  all  except  1 Z  being  part  of  the  housing 
scheme. 
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SEWERAGE  AN!)  SEWAGE  DISP^|\E. 

The  work  of  providing  Sewage  Disposal  Works  for  the 
greater  portion  of  Sedgley  and  Upper  Gornal  is  now  nearing  com¬ 
pletion.  The  works  both  at  Sedgley  and  Upper  Gornal  have 
been  designed  for  a  much  larger  population  than  was  originally 
intended.  The  Sedgley  Disposal  Works  are  situated  at  Turls 
Hill,  on  land  south  of  Gorge  Road  adjoining  the  boundary  of  the 
Urban  District  of  Coseley.  The  road  level  opposite  the  works  is 
079  feet  above  sea  level,  the  land  at  this  point  is  much  below  the 
road  level,  with  a  good  fall  in  a  southerly  direction.  The  site  of 
the  works  is  over  100  yards  from  the  road,  and  the  nearest  house 
is  over  120  yards  distant  in  a  north-westerly  direction. 

'the  present  works  are  designed  to  provide  for  a  population 
of  0,000'  with  a  dry  weather  flow  of  120,000  gallons  per  day,  or 
at  the  rate  of  20  gallons  per  head. 

The  present  population  estimated  on  a  basis  of  5  per  house 
is  5,470. 

The  area  provided  for  the  works  is  0]  acres. 

A  brief  description  of  the  treatment  of  the  sewage  at  the 
works,  taken  from  the  Engineer’s  Report,  is  provided  for  the 
information  of  the  Council. 

The  sewage  on  arrival  at  the  works  is  discharged  into  two 
detritus  and  screening  tanks.  The  effluent  from  the  tanks  is 
passed  over  a  weir  into  a  channel,  and  thence  through  cast-iron 
pipes  into  two  siphon  chambers  fitted  with  alternating  siphons. 
The  siphons  discharge  on  to  the  filters.  There  are  four  circular 
filters,  each  60  feet  in  diameter  with  an  average  depth  of  5  feet. 
Each  filter  is  fitted  with  a  revolving  distributor  and  filled  with 
suitable  media  graded  from  the  bottom, 

6  inches,  2  to  3  inch  slag. 

6  ,,  fi  to  2  ,,  ,, 

3  feet  6  ,,  f  to  1J  ,, 

m  i  to  }  ,,  ,, 


11 


The  efflu^Lfrom  the  filters  is  discharged  into  chambers  and 
conveyed  to  a  mfunus  tank,  passing  therefrom  into  the  brook  which 
flows  past  the  sit  of  the  works. 


The  following  are  the  principal  levels  : — 

Top  water  level  of  sedimentation  tank 

058. 01  feet. 

Average  floor  level  of  ,,  ,, 

653.0  ,, 

Top  water  level  of  siphon  chambers 

657.0  ,, 

Top  level  of  filters 

655.0  ,, 

Outlet  from  filters 

649.25  ,, 

Top  water  level  of  humus  tank 

648.0  ,, 

Top  water  level  of  storm  water  tank 

650.5  ,, 

Average  floor  level  of  storm  water  tank  ... 

644.5  ,, 

Top  level  of  sludge  beds 

645.5  „ 

Invert  of  mouth  of  effluent  drain  ... 

648.0'  ,, 

A  small  pumping  station  has  been  erected  adjoining  the 
northern  boundary  of  the  Beacon  Housing  Site,  to  deal  with  the 
sewage  from  42  houses  which  cannot  drain  by  gravitation  to  the 
Turls  Hill  Works.  A  pump  well  is  provided  having  a  capacity  of 
0,000  gallons,  together  with  pumping  machinery  consisting  of 
one  5b-h.p.  vertical  gas  engine  and  one  3  inch  Stercophagus  pump 
erected  in  a  smail  brick  engine  house.  This  pumping  plant  \s 
capable  of  raising  the  dry  weather  flow  of  4,200  gallons  in  1| 
hours  to  the  existing  gravitation  sewer  in  Greenway. 

UPPER  GORNAL  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL  WORKS. 

The  Upper  Gornal  Disposal  Works  are  situated  at  Goosey 
Green,  in  close  proximity  to  the  boundary  of  the  Coiseley  Urban 
District. 

4'he  land  falls  in  an  easterly  direction. 

4'he  nearest  house  is  on  the  Clarence  Street  site,  and  is  over 
175  yards  distant  from  the  works,  which  are  north  of  same. 

The  works  are  designed  to  provide  for  a  population  of  3,000, 
with  a  dry  weather  flow  of  201  gallons  per  head  per  day. 

The  present  population  is  estimated  at  2,780’. 
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There  are  three  filters  of  .50  feet  diameter.  The  sewage  is 
treated  on  lines  similar  to  that  provided  at  TuSr  Hill  Works. 
The  effluent  is  discharged  into  the  brook,  which  flows  past  the 
site.  The  main  road  at  a  point  opposite  the  works  is  733  feet 
above  sea  level.  The  works  are  570  yards  east  of  the  road  at 
this  point,  and  the  fall  between  the  two  places  is  shown  to  be 
considerable,  the  water  level  of  the  sedimentation  tank  being 


611.50.  The  principal  levels  are: — 

Top  water  level  of  sedimentation  tanks  ...  611.50  feet. 

Average  floor  le\el  of  ,,  ,,  ...  608.0  ,, 

Top  water  level  of  siphon  chambers  ...  610.50  ,, 

Top  level  of  filters  ...  ...  ...  ...  608.50  ,, 

Outlet  from  filters  ...  ...  ...  ...  002.50  ,, 

Top  waiter  level  of  humus  tank  ...  ...  601.50  ,, 

Top  water  level  of  storm  water  tank  ...  610.50'  , , 

Average  floor  level  of  storm  water  tank  ...  606.0  ,, 

Top  level  of  sludge  beds  ...  ...  ...  602.0  ,, 

Invert  of  mouth  of  effluent  drain  ...  595.0  , , 


SEWERAGE  SCHEME. 

The  scheme  prepared  by  Messrs.  Wilcox  and  Raikes  for 
sewering  Sedgley  and  Upper  Gornal  is  now  being  proceeded 
with  as  expeditiously  as  possible.  Large  quantities  of  limestone 
and  sandstone  rock  have  been  met  with  ;  in  one  deep  cutting,  at 
Sedgley,  about  15  feet  of  limestone  had  to  be  excavated  ;  this, 
with  the  un  for  seen  difficulties,  caused  by  water  mains,  gas  mains, 
and  tramway  track,  has  slowed  down  the  progress  of  the  work 
considerably. 

INSPECTION  OF  PLACES  WHERE  FOOD  IS  PREPARED. 

Slaughterhouses . 

The  whole  of  the  slaughter-houses  are  subject  to  annual 
licence.  There  are  12  slaughter-houses  on  the  register,  three  of 
which  are  not  in  use  as  such,  and  no  licences  have  been  issued  in 
respect  of  same.  Six  of  the  slaughter-houses  are  provided  with 
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good  mean^of  access,  and  are  a  reasonable  distance  from 
dwelling  hoiSR.  The  other  three  in  use  are  all  in  close  proximity 
to  dwellings,  and,  owing  to  their  situation,  cannot  be  regarded 
as  suitable  for  the  business  of  slaughtering. 

The  whole  of  the  slaughter-houses  are  in  good  repair,  and  are 
lime-washed  periodically  in  accordance  with  the  regulations. 

Inspections  are  made  from  time  to  time,  and  these  are  as  far 
as  possible  during  slaughtering  operations,  but,  as  slaughtering 
is  carried  on  at  all  hours  of  the  day  or  even  night,  efficient  in¬ 
spection  is  difficult. 

Bakehouses. 

There  are  14  bakehouses  in  use,  5  of  which  are  factories. 
One  new  bakehouse  has  been  erected  in  Woodsetton  Road  in 
place  of  one  in  Tipton  Street,  which  is  now  dismantled.  There 
are  nine  modern  bakehouses.  The  whole  of  the  bakehouses  are 
in  good  condition,  and  are  kept  in  a  cleanly  condition. 

Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops. 

There  are  25  producers  and  31  retailers  registered  lor  the 
sale  of  milk.  There  are  no  cowsheds  to  which  Part  2  of  the 
Regulations  apply.  Three  retailers  have  been  removed  from  the 
register  owing  to  the  premises  being  unsuitable,  and  have  dis¬ 
continued  the  sale  of  milk.  This  action  was  taken  under  the 
powers  contained  in  the  Milk  and  Dairies  (Amendment)  Act,  1922 
under  which  a  new  register  of  producers  and  retailers  has  been 
prepared.  The  County  Council  is  the  Authority  for  the  enforcing 
of  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts  and  the  Milk  and  Cream 
Regulations. 

GENERAL  HOUSING  CONDITIONS. 

The  general  housing  conditions  have  been  much  improved 
by  the  addition  of  264  new  houses,  252  of  which  form  part  of  the 
Council’s  Housing  Scheme.  This  scheme  of  800  houses  has  now 
been  completed,  the  last  house  completed,  No.  11  Leafy  Rise,  was 
occupied  on  the  23rd  September,  1923.  The  first  house,  situated 
in  Castle  Street,  Sedgley,  was  occupied  on  the  1st  August,  1921. 
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There  are  4,136  houses  in  the  district,  of  whicJ^^O  are  void. 
Of  the  void  houses,  4  are  under  closing'  orders  fmrl  16  under 
demolition  orders.  2,749  houses  are  of  a  rateable  value  up  to 
;£'8,  and  2,220  are  under  rateable,  value. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  we  had  68  houses  under  Closing 
and  Demolition  Orders,  of  which  45  were  still  tenanted.  These 
were  made  up  of  26  houses  under  Closing  Orders,  21  being 
tenanted,  and  42  under  Demolition  Orders,  24  being  tenanted. 
Further  action  taken  to'  deal  with  the  large  number  of  houses, 
which  for  several  years  have  been  under  Closing  and  Demolition 
Orders,  has  resulted  in  the  numbers  of  these  being  stead ilv  re¬ 
duced. 

During  the  year  26  houses  have  been  demolished,  19  houses 
under  Closing  Orders  have  been  rendered  fit,  and  the  Orders 
thereon  revoked,  and  a  number  of  others  are  now  being  dealt  with. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  remained  10  houses  under  Closing 
Orders,  and  36  under  Demolition  Orders.  We  have  been  able  to 
deal  with  many  cases  of  overcrowding,  but  overcrowding,  though 
less  acute,  is  still  prevalent,  and  many  urgent  cases  remain  to 
be  dealt  with. 

HOUSING. 

Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year  : 

(a)  Total  . 

(b)  As  part  of  a  municipal  housing  scheme 

1.  Unfit  Dwelling  Houses. 

Inspection — (1)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected 

for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  780 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  inspected  and 
recorded  under  the  Housing  (Inspection  of  District) 
Regulations,  1910  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  100 
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(3)  Number  Jig'  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human 
habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to 

under  the  preceding  sub-heading)  found  not  to  be  in  all 
respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  27 


2.  Remedy  of  Defects  without  Service  of  formal  Notices. 


Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  conse¬ 
quence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  their 
Officers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 


3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers. 

A.  — Proceedings  under  Section  28  of  the  Housing,  Town 

Planning,  etc.,  Act,  1919. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered  fit  : — 

(a)  by  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  1 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing 

Orders  became  operative  in  pursuance  of  declarations 
by  owners  of  intention  to  close  ...  ...  ...  0 

B.  — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  ...  59 


(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  : — 

(a)  by  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  51 

(b)  bv  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  ...  0 
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C. — Proceedings  under  Sections  17  and  .18  of  tfu^Mousing, 

Town  Planning,  etc.,  Act,  1909. 

(1)  Number  of  representations  made  with  a  view  to  the 

making  of  Closing  Orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  34 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the  dwelling-houses 

having  been  rendered  fit  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  2 

(5)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance 

of  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  26 

GENERAL  REMARKS. 

An  Epidemic  of  Measles  in  the  early  part  of  the  year,  and 
the  prevalence  of  Pulmonary  Diseases  caused  by  the  changeable 
weather  we  experienced  nearly  the  whole  year,  had  a  great  effect 
on  our  death  rate.  Nevertheless,  although  these  diseases 
accounted  for  53  deaths,  our  rate  for  1923  is  11.8,  only  0.2  higher 
than  that  for  England  and  Wales,  which  is  11.6. 

Our  birth  rate  of  23.6  is  considerably  higher  than  that  for 
England  and  Wales,  which  is  19.7. 

4" he  table  supplied  by  the  Registrar-General  is  appended  for 
comparison. 

Of  the  most  important  matters  accomplished,  the  completion 
of  the  scheme  of  providing  8001  houses,  to  meet  our  long  felt 
shortage,  is  most  noteworthy.  Work  on  this  scheme  was  com¬ 
menced  in  July,  1920,  and  completed  in  September,  1923. 

The  houses  are  erected  on  three  sites,  there  being  408  houses 
at  Sedgley,  156  at  Upper  Gornal,  and  236  at  Lower  Gornal. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  private  enterprise  during  the  last 
four  years  has  erected  only  32  houses. 


17 


The  denvjmd  for  houses  is  still  insistent,  our  waiting  list  of 
over  150  locrrP^esidents  discovers  the  fact  that  many  of  our  three 
and  four-roomed  houses  are  overcrowded  and  contain  more  than 
one  family.  Measures  for  dealing  with  our  insanitary  areas,  as 
set  out  in  the  Housing  Survey  of  1919,  should  now  receive  earnest 
attention. 

Another  matter  of  vital  importance  accomplished  is  the  pro¬ 
vision  of  Sewage  Disposal  Works  for  Sedgley  and  Upper  Gornal. 

The  sewering  of  Sedgley  and  Upper  Gornal  is  also  well  on 
the  way  to  completion,  and  the  Council  has  good  reason  to  be 
satisfied  with  the  great  progress  made  towards  settling  problems 
which  have  been  so  long  outstanding. 

I  feel  bound  to  again  refer  to-  the  matter  of  Sewerage  and 
Sewage  Disposal  Works  for  Lower  Gornal.  I  have  already 
referred  to  this  matter  in  three  successive  reports,  but  notwith¬ 
standing  every  effort  on  the  part  of  the  Council,  even  to  the  pto- 
curing  of  a  Provisional  Order,  Lower  Gornal  still  remains 
unsewered. 

The  great  difficulty  experienced  in  procuring  a  site  for  Dis¬ 
posal  Works  in  this  case  emphasises  the  fact  that  where  the 
reasonable  requirements  of  a  community  are  not  recognised  by 
any  landholder,  greater  powers  are  needed  to  ensure  that  the  rights 
of  the  community  can  be  met  more  promptly. 

Combined  with  my  report  is  that  of  your  Sanitary  Inspector, 
which  furnishes  details  of  work  in  his  department  not  already 
covered.  Thanking  the  Chairman,  Councillors,  and  my  brother 
officers,  more  especially  your  Inspector,  to  whom  much  of  the 
success  of  my  department  is  due,  for  their  hearty  co-operation 
during  the  year. 

I  have  the  honour  to  remain, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  M.  McMILLAN. 


April  3rd,  1924. 
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a 

REPORT 

OF  THE 

SANITARY  INSPECTOR 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1923. 


Inspector’s  Office, 

Council  House, 

Sedgley. 

To  tlie  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Sedgley  Urban 

District  Council. 

Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  present  my  Report  for  the  year  1923.  This  is  my 
24th  Annual  Report,  and  in  accordance  with  the  alterations  re¬ 
quired  by  the  Ministry  of  Health,  this  Report  deals  only  with 
those  matters  where  further  information  is  essential  to  supplement 
that  already  furnished  and  embodied  in  the  Report  of  your  Medical 
Officer  of  Health. 


Inspections. 

The  dwelling-houses  inspected  number  780,  of  which  100 
inspections  were  made  under  the  provisions  of  the  Housing 
Inspection  Regulations,  1910. 

Forty-one  houses  were  found  to  be  quite  unfit  for  human 
habitation,  and  27  houses  were  found  to  be  not  in  all  respects 
reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation. 
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The  action  taken  to  remedy  these  conditions  i s  follows  : — 

Thirty-four  houses  were  reported  for  closure,  and  Closing' 
Orders  were  made  on  16  houses.  Of  the  18  cases  adjourned  for 
further  consideration,  one  group  cf  houses,  known  as  The  Square, 
Graveyard  Road,  where  the  condition  and  arrangement  of  the 
buildings  is  such  that  anything  short  of  reconstruction  is  con¬ 
sidered  impracticable,  closure  is  deferred  in  order  to  give  the 
tenants  an  opportunity  of  securing  other  accommodation. 

Houses  Rendered  Fit  for  Habitation. 

Forty-six  houses  have  been  rendered  lit  for  human  habitation. 
Of  these  19  were  under  Closing  Orders,  and  *27  not  under  Closing 
Orders,  6  were  dealt  with  under  the  provisions  of  Section  28, 
Housing,  Town  Planning  Act,  1919. 

In  one  of  these  6  cases,  at  78  King  's  Road,  Sedgley,  the  re¬ 
quired  work  was  completed  by  the  Council,  in  default  of  the  Order, 
at  a  cost  of  ^£.6  7s.  6d.,  and  it  was  found  necessary  to  issue  a 
summons  for  the  recovery  of  the  costs  incurred.  The  account  was 
then  paid  by  the  owner,  and  the  case  withdrawn. 

The  Closing  Orders  revoked  are  as  follows  : — 

84  Summer  Lane. 

99,  100,  103,  104,  105,  106,  107,  108,  109  and  110  Bath  Street. 
18,  19,  20,  21,  21a,  21b  and  21c  Clarence  Street. 

24  Dudley  Road. 

Eight  of  the  houses  in  Bath  Street  were  back-to-back  houses  ; 
these  have  now  been  converted  into  four  through  houses. 

Houses  under  Closing  Orders. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  there  were  26  houses  under 
Closing  Orders,  of  which  21  were  occupied. 

During  the  year  there  were  16  Closing  Orders  made,  giving 
a  total  of  42  houses  under  Closing  Orders. 
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At  the  end  of  the  year  there  remained  10  houses  under  Closing 
Orders,  as  f^Ptos  : — 

22-23  Dudley  Road. 

87  Gospel  End  Street. 

35  Castle  Street. 

70  Tipton  Street,  formerly  No.  13  Tipton  Street. 

9  Moden  Hill. 

114  Bath  Street. 

15  Cooper’s  Bank  Road. 

28-29  Jews  Lane. 

Of  the  remainder,  19  houses  were  rendered  fit  for  habitation, 
and  the  Orders  theron  revoked,  11  were  demolished,  and  2  had 
Demolition  made  theron. 

Houses  under  Demolition  Orders. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  there  were  42  houses  under 
Demolition  Orders,  two  Orders  were  made  during  the  year. 

Eight  of  these  houses  have  now  been  demolished,  leaving  the 
following  36  on  the  books  to  be  dealt  with,  16  of  which  are  still 
occupied. 

58  Jews  Lane. 

29  Summit  Place. 

31  Vale  .Street. 

3,  4,  9  and  10  Victoria  Terrace. 

91  Ru  it  o  n  S  treet . 

29  Cooper’s  Bank  Road. 

39,  40',  41,  42,  43,  44  Gospel  End. 

12,  13,  14,  14a  and  15  Lower  Street. 

25  Dudley  Road. 

1  Beacon  Court,  Bilston  Street. 

43,  44,  45  and  46  Bilston  Street. 

1  Cricket  Meadow. 

1  Pale  Street. 

25b  and  27  Holloway  Street. 

24a  Kent  Street. 

1  Duke  Street. 

35-36  Summer  Lane. 

18-19  Dudley  Road. 
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Houses  Demolished. 

s 

Twenty-six  houses  have  been  demolished,  n!  Tv  : — 

21,  22,  23,  24,  25  and  26  Deepdale  Lane. 

6,  7,  8,  9,  10,  11,  12,  13,  14,  15  and  16  Robert  Street. 

38,  39,  74,  75,  76,  77  and  78  Ruiton  Street. 

34  Kent  Street. 

30  Jews  Lane. 

Prosecutions. 

Two  cases  were  taken  before  the  Stipendiary  Magistrate,  as 
follows  : — 

Public  Health  Act,  1875. 

20  The  Straits,  Lower  Gornal. 

For  failing  to<  comply  with  a  Notice  to  remedy  insanitary 
conditions  arising  from  the  house  and  outbuildings  being  dilapi¬ 
dated  and  foul. 

An  Order  was  made  on  the  owner  to  execute  the  work  within 
14  days,  and  pay  the  costs,  £1  17s.  6d. 

Housing,  Town  Planning  Act,  1919. 

Section  32. 

70  Tipton  Street,  Sedgley. 

For  permitting  the  re-occupation  of  a  house  subject  to  a 
Closing  Order,  the  owner  was  fined  £3,  the  occupation  of  the 
premises  to  be  discontinued  within  14  days. 

Milk  and  Dairies  Amendment  Act,  1922. 

The  preparation  of  a  new  Register  of  Producers  and  Retailers, 
to  comply  with  the  conditions  laid  down  by  the  above  Act,  has 
received  due  attention,  and  reports  on  the  condition  of  the  appli¬ 
cants’  premises  have  been  laid  before  your  Health  Committee. 

A  Committee  of  Inspection  visited  12  premises  of  producers 
and  retailers,  and  in  six  cases  refused  registration,  but  allowed 
the  applicants  three  months  to  carry  out  amendments.  In  five 
of  these  cases  improvements  have  been  carried  out,  and  in  one 
case  registration  has  been  refused. 


Proceedir^^  are  pending  in  this  case. 

In  my  report  as  to  unsuitability  of  premises,  three  other 
retailers  have  been  refused  registration,  and  have  discontinued 
retailing  milk.  There  are  several  other  cases  outstanding. 

The  Register  now  contains  25  Producers  and  31  Retailers. 

The  whole  of  the  Producers  are  registered  as  Retailers,  and 
with  the  exception  of  two,  who  dispose  of  their  milk  wholesale, 
all  are  Milk  Retailers. 

The  premises  of  29  Producers  and  23  Retailers  are  supplied 
with  a  constant  supply  of  water  by  the  South  Staffordshire  Water¬ 
works  Company. 

The  remaining  premises  are  at  present  not  within  a  reason¬ 
able  distance  of  a  water  main. 


House  Refuse  Removal, 


Phis  work  is  carried  out  by  direct  labour.  Mr.  Pearson  is  in 
charge,  and  has  direct  control  of  the  men  and  teams  employed. 

There  are  10  men  employed  full  time,  and  one  old  employee 
for  two  days  per  week. 


The  haulage  work  is  carried  out  by  contract,  the  contractor 
providing  horses  and  drivers.  Five  horses  are  employed. 


Phis  arrangement  continues  to  work  well,  the 
maintaining  a  ready  and  efficient  service. 

The  district  is  divided  into  five  areas,  three  men 
the  horse  driver,  being  alloted  to  each  area. 


contractor 

including 


During  the  year  12,318  loads  of  refuse  have  been  removed 
from  37,182  buildings,  at  a  cost  of  3s.  4d.  per  load  for  wages 
and  haulage. 

The  cost  per  load  shows  a  considerable  reduction  compared 
with  last  year,  when  it  was  3s.  5-^d.  per  load. 


The  number  of  loads  removed  have  been  reduced  by  422,  the 
total  for  the  previous  year  being  12,740. 
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The  expenditure  in  wages  and  haulag 
2,080  4s.  8d.,  against  ^2,205  Os.  8d.  last  year, 
7d.  for  the  year  1921. 

During  the  year  5,780  privies,  4,807  ashpits, 
bins  were  emptied. 


|'s  yimounts  to 
and  402,851  18s. 


and  87,645  ash- 


The  average  cost  per  house  shows  a  remarkable  reduction 
during  the  past  three  years,  the  amounts  being  as  follows  : — 


1921  G 

ost  per  House,  16s. 

7Jd. 

1922 

1  1  M  1  1  S  . 

3fd. 

1928 

n  M  9s- 

9fd. 

Remarks. 

The  completion  of  the  Housing  Scheme  has  added  con¬ 
siderably  to  the  number  of  ashbins  installed  ;  there  are  now  991 
bins  against  650  last  year,  and  179  in  the  year  1921. 

It  is  interesting  to  observe  that  whilst  a  great  reduction  in  the 
number  of  loads  per  house  is  effected  by  installing  water  closets 
and  ashbins,  as  against  privies  and  ashpits,  the  cost  per  load  of 
emptying  bins  is  at  least  one-dhird  more  when  the  houses  are 
built  on  the  basis  of  10  to  the  acre. 

4 

The  number  of  loads  removed  per  house  average  2f  for  1928, 
against  8|  for  1922. 

Light  waterproof  sheets  have  been  provided  for  those  of  the 
carts  engaged  in  the  removal  of  ash-bin  refuse;  these  have  proved 
satisfactory,  and  their  use  should  be  continued. 

In  conclusion,  I  may  add  that  although  the  cost  of  this  de¬ 
partment  shows  a  welcome  reduction,  the  work  has  not  been 
allowed  to  fall  in  arrears. 

Complaints  of  inattention  have  been  fewer,  and  have  been 
attended  to  more  promptly. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  WANE, 

Sanitary  Inspector. 
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